
 

15.4.7 Operating Reserve Demand Curves 

The ISO shall establish nine Operating Reserve Demand Curves, one for each Operating 

Reserves requirement.  Specifically, there shall be a demand curve for:  (i) Total Spinning 

Reserves; (ii) Eastern or Long Island Spinning Reserves; (iii) Long Island Spinning Reserves; 

(iv) Total 10-Minute Non-Synchronized Reserves; (v) Eastern or Long Island 10-Minute Non-

Synchronized Reserves; (vi) Long Island 10-Minute Non-Synchronized Reserves; (vii) Total 30-

Minute Reserves; (viii) Eastern or Long Island 30-Minute Reserves; and (ix) Long Island 30-

Minute Reserves.  Each Operating Reserve Demand Curve will apply to both the Day-Ahead 

Market and the Real-Time Market for the relevant product and location. 

The market clearing pricing for Operating Reserves shall be calculated pursuant to 

Sections 15.4.5.1 and 15.4.6.1 of this Rate Schedule and in a manner consistent with the demand 

curves established in this Section so that Operating Reserves are not purchased by SCUC or RTC 

at a cost higher than the relevant demand curve indicates should be paid. 

The ISO Procedures shall establish and post a target level for each Operating Reserves 

requirement for each hour, which will be the number of MW of Operating Reserves meeting that 

requirement that the ISO would seek to maintain in that hour.   The ISO will then define an 

Operating Reserves demand curve for that hour corresponding to each Operating Reserves 

requirement as follows: 

(a) Total Spinning Reserves:  For quantities of Operating Reserves meeting the total 

Spinning Reserves requirement that are less than or equal to the target level for 

that requirement, the price on the total Spinning Reserves demand curve shall be 

$500/MW.  For all other quantities, the price on the total Spinning Reserves 

demand curve shall be $0/MW. 



 

(b) Eastern or Long Island Spinning Reserves:  For quantities of Operating Reserves 

meeting the Eastern or Long Island Spinning Reserves requirement that are less 

than or equal to the target level for that requirement, the price on the Eastern or 

Long Island Spinning Reserves demand curve shall be $25/MW.  For all other 

quantities, the price on the Eastern or Long Island Spinning Reserves demand 

curve shall be $0/MW. 

(c) Long Island Spinning Reserves.  For quantities of Operating Reserves meeting the 

Long Island Spinning Reserves requirement that are less than or equal to the 

target level for that requirement, the price on the Long Island Spinning Reserves 

demand curve shall be $25/MW.  For all other quantities, the price on the Long 

Island Spinning Reserves demand curve shall be $0/MW. 

(d) Total 10-Minute Reserves.  For quantities of Operating Reserves meeting the total 

10-minute reserves requirement that are less than or equal to the target level for 

that requirement, the price on the total 10-minute reserves demand curve shall be 

$150450/MW.  For all other quantities, the price on the total 10-minute reserves 

demand curve shall be $0/MW. 

(e) Eastern or Long Island 10-Minute Reserves.  For quantities of Operating Reserves 

meeting the Eastern or Long Island 10-minute reserves requirement that are less 

than or equal to the target level for that requirement, the price on the Eastern or 

Long Island 10-minute reserves demand curve shall be $500/MW.  For all other 

quantities, the price on the Eastern or Long Island 10-Minute Reserves demand 

curve shall be $0/MW. 



 

(f) Long Island 10-Minute Reserves.  For quantities of Operating Reserves meeting 

the Long Island 10-minute reserves requirement that are less than or equal to the 

target level for that requirement, the price on the Long Island 10-minute reserves 

demand curve shall be $25/MW.  For all other quantities, the price on the Long 

Island 10-minute reserves demand curve shall be $0/MW. 

(g) Total 30-Minute Reserves.  For quantities of Operating Reserves meeting the total 

30-Minute Reserves requirement that are less than or equal to the target level for 

that requirement minus 400 MW, the price on the total 30-Minute Reserves 

demand curve shall be $200/MW.  For quantities of Operating Reserves meeting 

the total 30-Minute Reserves requirement that are less than or equal to the target 

level for that requirement minus 200 MW but that exceed the target level for that 

requirement minus 400 MW, the price on the total 30-Minute Reserves demand 

curve shall be $100/MW.  For quantities of Operating Reserves meeting the total 

30-Minute Reserves requirement that are less than or equal to the target level for 

that requirement but that exceed the target level for that requirement minus 200 

MW, the price on the total 30-Minute Reserves demand curve shall be $50/MW. 

 For all other quantities, the price on the total 30-Minute Reserves demand curve 

shall be $0/MW.  However, the ISO will not schedule more total 30-Minute 

Reserves than the level defined by the requirement for that hour. 

(h) Eastern or Long Island 30-Minute Reserves.  For quantities of Operating Reserves 

meeting the Eastern or Long Island 30-Minute Reserves requirement that are less 

than or equal to the target level for that requirement, the price on the Eastern or 

Long Island 30-Minute Reserves demand curve shall be $25/MW.  For all other 



 

quantities, the price on the Eastern or Long Island 30-Minute Reserves demand 

curve shall be $0/MW. 

(i) Long Island 30-Minute Reserves.  For quantities of Operating Reserves meeting 

the Long Island 30-Minute Reserves requirement that are less than or equal to the 

target level for that requirement, the price on the Long Island 30-Minute Reserves 

demand curve shall be $30025/MW.  For all other quantities, the price on the 

Long Island 30-Minute Reserves demand curve shall be $0/MW. 

In order to respond to operational or reliability problems that arise in real-time, the ISO 

may procure any Operating Reserve product at a quantity and/or price point different than those 

specified above.  The ISO shall post a notice of any such purchase as soon as reasonably possible 

and shall report on the reasons for such purchases at the next meeting of its Business Issues 

Committee.  The ISO shall also immediately initiate an investigation to determine whether it is 

necessary to modify the quantity and price points specified above to avoid future operational or 

reliability problems.  The ISO will consult with its Market Monitoring Unit when it conducts this 

investigation. 

If the ISO determines that it is necessary to modify the quantity and/or price points 

specified above in order to avoid future operational or reliability problems it may temporarily 

modify them for a period of up to ninety days.  If circumstances reasonably allow, the ISO will 

consult with its Market Monitoring Unit, the Business Issues Committee, the Commission, and 

the PSC before implementing any such modification.  In all circumstances, the ISO will consult 

with those entities as soon as reasonably possible after implementing a temporary modification.  

Not later than 90 days after the implementation of the Operating Reserves Demand 

Curves the ISO, in consultation with its Market Advisor, shall conduct an initial review of them 



 

in accordance with the ISO Procedures.  The scope of the review shall include, but not be limited 

to, an analysis of whether any Operating Reserve Demand Curve should be adjusted upward or 

downward in order to optimize the economic efficiency of any, or all, of the ISO Administered 

Markets.  The ISO and the Market Advisor shall perform additional quarterly reviews, subject to 

the same scope requirement, during the remainder of the first year that this Section 15.4.7 is in 

effect.  After the first year, the ISO shall perform periodic reviews, subject to the same scope 

requirement, and the Market Monitoring Unit shall be given the opportunity to review and 

comment on the ISO’s periodic reviews of the Operating Reserve Demand Curves. 

The responsibilities of the Market Monitoring Unit that are addressed in the above 

section of Rate Schedule 4 to the Services Tariff are also addressed in Section 30.4.6.4.2 of 

Attachment O. 


