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Regional Planning Process Flow (based on NERTO Proposal) 

 
The steps to be addressed in the Comprehensive Planning Process include: 
• State’s role 
• Determination of economic need 
• TO obligation to build and RTO authority to direct expansion 
• Cost recovery of regulated transmission upgrades 

Needs Assessment 
• Resource adequacy 
• Transmission adequacy 
• Projected congestion 

Opportunities for solutions in consultation with 
planning advisory committee (PAC) 

Market Response 

• Generation 
• DSM 
• Merchant Transmission 

Regulated Transmission 

• Proposals 

Inform Stakeholders 

Board approval of Regional 
Plan 

RFAP (for interim reliability) 

RTO BOD Public Meeting No viable/timely mkt or tx solution to an identified need

RTO includes proposed transmission solutions in Regional 
Plan taking into account market response with PAC input 

Board approval of Regional Plan 

RTO formulates Regional Plan to maintain system 
reliability and economically justify congestion reduction 
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