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Revision History 

Version Effective Date Revisions 

1.0 05/06/2003 Initial Release 

2.0 06/15/2006 Global Changes 

➢ Update for SMD2 

➢ Various grammar and syntax edits. 

➢ Replaced Backup Dispatch Operations system with Interim 

Control Operation 

➢ Removed references to Hathaway RIG protocols. 

Section 2 

➢ Deleted first paragraph “There are two choices available...” 

➢ Deleted second paragraph “In addition to these options...” 

➢ Under TO Communications 

• Added “or to provide some other equivalent...” to first 

sentence. 

➢ Under TCP-IP Networking 

• Added “and for the remote site’s server” to end of fourth 

sentence. 

• Added “at the remote end...” and removed “mask address 

space used...” from fifth sentence. 

Section 3 

➢ Under Generator Owner Responsibilities 

• Added #7 – “The initial connection tests will...” 

➢ Under NYISO Responsibilities 

• Removed #3 – “For direct connections between...” and 

replaced with “The NYISO will supply the generator owner...” 

Section 4 

➢ Under Generator Owner Responsibilities 

• Added to #1 – “a single communication link containing...” and 

deleted “a composite signal containing....” and “and who are 

participating....” 

 

➢ Under Backup and Recovery 

• Removed “For both the ICCP and Hathaway....” 

Attachment A 

➢ Added various information under “Notes” 

Attachment B 

➢ Added various notes “OSI addressing not used” 

3.0 02/01/2010 Global Changes 

➢ Removed Critical Energy Infrastructure Information (CEII) for 

purposes of incorporating it into a separate, secured document 

titled Direct Communications Procedure, thereby resulting in 

edits to section 1 and deletion of sections 2, 3, and 4 and 

attachments A, B, and C. 
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➢ Reformatted per new template to standardize presentation. 

➢ Implemented minor stylistic changes. 

Revision History Table 

➢ Changed column headings as follows: 

• “Revision” changed to “Version” 

• “Changes” changed to “Revisions” 

➢ Removed all material constituting CEII. 

Section 1 

➢ Implemented minor clarifying and stylistic edits and added 

citation to and instructions for requesting authorization to 

access the secured Direct Communications Procedure. 

3.0.1 03/31/2014 Section 1 

➢ Updated contact e-mail address 

3.0.1 08/17/2017 Recertified 

3.0.1 03/19/2019 Recertified 

➢ Direct Communications Procedure contact updated  

3.0.1 08/06/2021 Recertified 

➢ Direct Communications Procedure contact updated 

3.0.1 06/07/2022 Direct Communications Procedure updated 

3.0.1 09/12/2022 Direct Communications Procedure updated 

3.0.1 02/03/2023 Direct Communications Procedure updated 

3.1 10/06/2023 Recertified 
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1. Introduction 

For over thirty years, the New York Power Pool (NYPP) operated as a centrally dispatched and 

controlled bulk power system using a hierarchical Energy Management System (EMS). The eight vertically 

integrated utilities that comprised the NYPP each maintained a Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition 

(SCADA) system that acquired data from its transmission and generation facilities and passed control 

signals to its generating plants. In turn, each member’s SCADA system was linked via high-speed data 

communications lines with the NYPP system. During “pool dispatch,” the Economic Dispatch Control (EDC) 

and Automatic Generation Control (AGC) signals that originated at NYPP were sent to each member 

system’s SCADA system, and then were distributed to the appropriate generators within their respective 

companies.  

In late 1999, the NYPP was dissolved and the New York Independent System Operator (NYISO) took 

over operations. In the meantime, many independent generating plants were built and, more significantly, 

most of the generation previously owned by the utilities was sold to private concerns. Although the 

communications paths to the plants previously owned by the utilities still exist, many of the new plants 

needed to be added to the network so that they could participate in EDC and in AGC.  

In addition to the need to add new plants, two other factors were introduced. Some of the plant 

resources expressed a desire to receive their control base point signals directly from the NYISO, rather than 

via the utility or Transmission Owner (TO) SCADA system. Furthermore, some larger resources expressed a 

wish to receive control signals for all of the plants they owned via a single link between NYISO and their 

respective control centers.  

In response to these requirements, a Direct Generator Communications Project was initiated at NYISO. 

Methods were devised that allowed generation plants to optionally communicate directly with the NYISO.  

The Direct Communications Procedure describes the facilities available to generation owners, demand-

side resources, limited energy storage, and other suppliers that provide energy and ancillary services to the 

NYISO markets; outlines the Initial Installation Procedure; and documents Operational Procedures for 

communications facilities. 

The Direct Communications Procedure is a secured document not available on the NYISO website. To 

request authorization to receive the Direct Communications Procedure, please contact 

Stakeholder_services@nyiso.com. 

Within both this document and the Direct Communications Procedure, the term Supplier will be used to 

mailto:Stakeholder_services@nyiso.com
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refer to generation owners, generators, demand-side resources, limited energy storage, and other suppliers 

providing energy and ancillary services to the NYISO markets. 

 
 


