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New York ISO MissionNew York ISO Mission
The New York Independent System 
Operator is responsible for:

Maintaining the reliability of New York’s 
electric system

Operating an efficient and non -
discriminatory electric market
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The NYISO The NYISO 
Control AreaControl Area

New York State: 
19,157,000 people
Serving New York 
City

Record peak of 30,983 MW (8/9/01)
10,775 miles of High Voltage Transmission
Over 335 generating units modeled
Required Installed Capacity 37,087 MW

2002 load of 158,744 GWH
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NYISO Restoration PlanNYISO Restoration Plan

Defines NYISO and NY Transmission Owner 
Responsibilities
Prioritizes NYISO Restoration Effort

Highest Priority
Energizing and Stabilizing the Power System
Synchronizing with the Eastern Interconnection Grid
Restoring off-site power to nuclear power plants

Next Highest Priority
Load Restoration including generating unit start-up power

NY Transmission Owners Implement Local 
Restoration Plan

Guideline to Restoration of the NYS Transmission Guideline to Restoration of the NYS Transmission 
SystemSystem
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8/15/03
8/14/03 8/16/03

16:11
Initiating Event - The NYISO
suffers system separation and loss
of approximately 80% of system load
and generation

19:07
PJM 500kV tie at Ramapo
established -
NY now reconnected
to the rest of the
Eastern Interconnection

20:04
First major power plant
returns to service
(Sithe at 200 MW)

21:50
Northeast Transmission
path to NYC
re-established

23:00
First NYC NYPA CT
(Hellgate #2) on-line

00:00 - 22:30
Continuous load pickup as generators return to service

01:53
Interconnection
with New England
re-established -
New England reconnected
to Eastern Interconnection

22:30
Restoration
Complete

 Timeline for Restoration Event
PRELIMINARY - SUBJECT TO CHANGE

19:56
Southeast Transmission
path to NYC re-established



Building the Energy Markets of Tomorrow . . . Today

Testimony of William J. Museler
Assembly Standing Committee on Energy August 27, 2003

7

Load Restoration CurveLoad Restoration Curve


