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New York’s Power Grid is Ready for Summer 

NYISO Anticipates Sufficient Electricity Supply to Meet Expected Demand 
 

Rensselaer, N.Y. – The New York Independent System Operator (NYISO) announced today that electricity supplies 
in New York State should be adequate to meet expected demand this summer.  

“New York State is well prepared for summer electricity demand,” said NYISO President and CEO Stephen G. 
Whitley. “Sufficient generating capacity and demand side resources are available to manage expected peak usage.” 

“Extreme weather is the dominant factor when it comes to producing very high demand for electricity. Heat waves 
could produce peak loads this summer to rival those of recent years,” Whitley explained. “However, overall electricity 
consumption is trending lower as a result of the economic slowdown and New York State’s vigorous energy 
efficiency initiatives.” 

Summer Forecast and Resource Requirements 

The NYISO forecasts that New York’s summer 2010 peak usage will reach 33,025 megawatts (MW). The forecast is 
7% (2,181 MW) higher than the 2009 summer peak of 30,844 MW, which was the lowest annual peak since 2004, 
as a result of relatively cooler summer weather and the economic recession.  The peak forecast for this summer 
would be 2.7% (914 MW) lower than the record system peak of 33,939 recorded on August 2, 2006.  

Peak loads are measurements of the average total electric demand by consumers for a one-hour period. One 
megawatt of electricity can serve approximately 800 to 1,000 homes. 

Summer heat is responsible for electricity system peaks in New York, as cooling demand from air conditioners 
increases overall usage. While the electricity system must be prepared to address peak load conditions, average 
electricity demand is typically far less. For example, average demand in 2009 was 18,126 MW, 41% (12,718 MW) 
lower than last summer’s peak load of 30,844 MW. 

The ability of a New York’s power system to meet the needs of all electricity customers at all times is 
established by rigorous standards. The standard for resource adequacy sets requirements for reserves over 
and above the amount needed to meet forecasted peak demand. In 2010, the standard requires that 38,970 
MW, 18% above the summer peak forecast, be available to serve New York. 

The total capacity available to New York in 2010 is expected to be roughly 43,000 MW, which includes 37,416 
MW of existing in-state generation, the additional of 689 MW of generating capacity, 2,251 MW of demand 
response resources (programs under which consumers reduce usage), and 2,645 MW of import capability that 
could be used to supply capacity from neighboring regions to New York. 

Building Reliability  

In the past decade, the resources available to serve New York electricity needs have expanded with the 
addition of over 7,800 MW of new generation capacity, nearly 1,300 MW of new transmission capability, and 
nearly 2,400 MW of demand response programs. 



New York’s Power Grid is Ready for Summer                               page 2 
 
 

The New York Independent System Operator (NYISO) is a not-for-profit corporation responsible for operating the state’s bulk electricity grid, 
administering New York’s competitive wholesale electricity markets, conducting comprehensive long-term planning for the state’s electric power 

system, and advancing the technological infrastructure of the electric system serving the Empire State. 

New York Independent System Operator. 10 Krey Boulevard. Rensselaer, NY 12144 

New York has also been a leader in cultivating green power, pioneering key policies and programs that have 
encouraged a significant growth in renewable sources of energy. In 2009, electricity produced by hydropower, 
windpower, and other renewable resources totaled 22 percent of the electric energy serving New York. 

To facilitate the reliable integration of windpower, the NYISO instituted a state-of-the-art wind forecasting 
systems in 2008 and last year became the first grid operator to dispatch windpower fully balancing the 
reliability requirements of the power system with the use of the least costly power available. In 2009, 1,275 MW 
of wind-powered generation was in operation in New York State. Some 7,000 MW of additional windpower 
have been proposed for interconnection with the New York electric grid. 

New York’s longer-term usage trend anticipates slower growth in peak demand, as well as overall energy use. Over 
the coming ten-year period, the NYISO expects peak demand to increase by 0.68% annually, and overall energy use 
to grow by 0.78%.  

A copy of the NYISO’s Summer Outlook report is available on-line at www.nyiso.com. 
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For more information, please contact: 
Ken Klapp   (518) 356-6253 / kklapp@nyiso.com 
Howard Masto (518) 786-6488 / howard.masto@mastopr.com 

http://www.nyiso.com/public/webdocs/newsroom/other_reports/NYISO_2010_Summer_Outlook_05272010.pdf

