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1. Introduction 

Two types of data are reported in the NYISO's Generator Availability Data System ("GADS"): event and 

performance. 

Event data are reported in the Event Report 1(07) format and performance data in the Performance 

Report (05) format. Each of these formats is described in detail in Sections III and IV of the NERC GADS DRI. 

Note, however, that although the formats are the same, the events and data are not necessarily the same 

and are governed by the NYISO's tariff and ISO Procedures.  Ȱ'!$3 Data" is defined in the NYISO's Market 

Administration and Control Area Services Tariff ("Services Tariff") as "data submitted to the NERC for 

ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ .%2#ȭÓ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÎÇ !ÖÁÉÌÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ $ÁÔÁ 3ÙÓÔÅÍ ɉȰ'!$3ȱɊͼ and such other data required by 

the NYISO's.  As used by the NYISO in the GADS Portal to which this User's Guide applies, it also 

incorporates other provisions in the NYISO's tariffs and ISO Procedures. 

1.1 Web User Interface Login 

The user interface (UI), shown in Figure 1 is the first screen displayed after the User has been 

authenticated . 

 

 

Figure 1-1 Opening Screen 

1.2 Start Up Screen 

Figure 1-1 shows the options available to successfully upload GADS data each month.  

 
1 Services Tariff at Section 2.7. 
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Upload & Process is the first step the User will initiate each month in the upload process. 

If you successfully upload the performance and event GADS data files and have no File Check or Data 

Check errors, and Analysis runs error free, then you do not need to initiate the Edit Data  option for the 

month. 

Select the Edit Data  option on the opening screen if you have: 

1. Uploaded the GADS data files and have been notified that the data has errors, 

2. Exited ÔÈÅ 0ÏÒÔÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÔÁ ÍÁÎÕÁÌÌÙ ÕÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 0ÏÒÔÁÌȭÓ data entry forms 
when you return to the Portal. 

Note: The User also has the option to correct the data records offline and upload the GADS 
ASCII files again using the Upload & Process option. 

If you have successfully uploaded the performance (125 columns) and event (82 columns) GADS data 

files and have no errors, then you may not need to initiate the Report s option on the opening screen. 

Select the Report s option if you want to print a report showing the calculated statistics for the selected 

period range (Starting Month and Ending Month). 

1.3 Uploading GADS Data 

The following steps assume that valid GADS ASCII data files have been created as required prior to 

logging into the GADS Portal. 

Note: The upload file(s) may be created by any software application that can create the 
required ASCII format. 

1. To upload the ASCII file(s), press Upload & Process. Once the button is pressed you will see 
the web page shown in Figure 1-2. 
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Figure 1-2 Data Upload Screen 

Press Browse  to locate the required file. Select a single file to upload on the screen shown in Figure 1-3. 
The user can upload data files in the formats defined in Attachment K of the Installed Capacity Manual 
(available from the NYISO Web site at the following URL:  

https://www.nyiso.com/manuals -tech-bulletins-user-guides?folderPath=public/library/Manual s-Tech-
Bulletins-and-Guides/Manuals/Operations#icap_mnl.pdf  

 

https://www.nyiso.com/manuals-tech-bulletins-user-guides?folderPath=public/library/Manuals-Tech-Bulletins-and-Guides/Manuals/Operations#icap_mnl.pdf
https://www.nyiso.com/manuals-tech-bulletins-user-guides?folderPath=public/library/Manuals-Tech-Bulletins-and-Guides/Manuals/Operations#icap_mnl.pdf
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Figure 1-3 File Selection Dialog 

As the User selects each file, it is displayed as shown in Figure 1-4. 

 

Figure 1-4 Data Upload Screen with Selected File 

You may repeat this process up to a total of 20 files; however, each file in the set of 20 must have a 

unique name (i.e., two files in the selection list cannot have the same name, even if they are in different 

directories).  

After you have selected the files to upload, press Upload Files . 

There will be a message indicating the status of the upload as shown in Figure 1-5. 
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Figure 1-5 Screen Showing File Accepted Status 

After you have successfully uploaded all the files, click on Process Data in order for the system to 

further validate the data, and to validate both the performance and event data for consistency. 

As shown in Figure 1-6, the status of the processing is shown below the blue line. As indicated in the 

figure, the status is automatically updated approximately every one minute. 

 

Figure 1-6 Processing Status 

During the processing, the status displays the three phases that the uploaded data pass through: 

1. File Check 

2. Data Check 

3. Analysis 

These phases are displayed as the NYISO's system checks the files for a valid format, and the data for 

validity and consistency, then calculates the validated data and then stores the calculated results in the 

database. 

During these phases, the status may be listed as one of the following: 
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Á Waiting for processing... 

Á Working... 

Á Processing completed. No errors. 

Á Data rejected. Click Edit button to correct data. 

Á No processes in queue. 

Á Operation aborted. 

Á Invalid process request. 

Á Invalid file format. Correct file and re-upload. 

If there are errors, you will have the opportunity to view and/or correct the errors online by clicking on 

"Edit Data" to the right of the status display, as shown in Figure 1-7. 

Note: All online corrections should also be performed in the User's GADS database. 

 

Figure 1-7 Error Status 

If the uploading and processing results in no errors (Processing completed. No errors .), then the 

calculated data for each unit can be viewed for each month by pressing the Reports  button. Any range of 

months can be selected, as shown in Figure 1-8. 
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Figure 1-8 History Display 

This generates a report similar to the one shown in Figure 1-9. 
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Figure 1-9 Standard NYISO EFORd Report 

During processing, you can abort the process by clicking on the Abort  button to the right of the status 

display, as shown in Figure 1-10. 
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Figure 1-10  Abort Processing 

 

Figure 1-11  Results with No Errors 
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If errors are identified, there are two ways for the user to resolve them: 

Á Correct the GADS data offline and reload only the Year-to-Date (YTD) data records for those 
units where errors were identified. If there are only performance data errors, you have the 
option to upload only YTD performance data file(s) for the unit(s) that have errors.  Likewise, if 
there are only event data errors, you have the option to upload only YTD event data file(s) for 
the unit(s) that have errors. 

Á #ÏÒÒÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÔÁ ÕÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 0ÏÒÔÁÌȭÓ ÄÁÔÁ ÅÎÔÒÙ ÆÏÒÍÓ ÁÓ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ )ÎÐÕÔ $ÁÔÁ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ 
section. 

Note:  All online corrections should also be performed in the User's GADS database. 

The Error Detail screen, illustrated in Figure 1-12, allows you to easily identify which performance or 

event record is in error. 

 

Figure 1-12 Example Error Detail Screen 

If the errors are event errors, click on Edit  Existing Events  to bring up the Error Correction screen, as 

illustrated in  Figure 1-13. The appropriate record can be revised offline and then reloaded, or the data can 

be revised ÕÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 0ÏÒÔÁÌȭÓ ÄÁÔÁ ÅÎÔÒÙ ÆÏÒÍÓȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ ÃÈÏÏÓÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÖÉÓÅ ÏÎÌÉÎÅȟ ÃÌÉÃË ÔÈÅ ÂÕÔÔÏÎ ÎÅØÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 

record you wish to revise. The area behind the button for the selected record will turn dark blue. 
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Note: Using the Portal's data entry form submits online corrections to the master database 
tables only if it passes the validation checks. All online corrections should also be performed 
in the User's GADS database. 

 

 

Figure 1-13  Example Error Correction Screen 

 

  



 

  Generating Availability Data System (GADS) Portal User's Guide   |   12 

 

 

2. Navigating the GADS Portal 

2.1 Input Data Requirements 

The minimum required NYISO GADS format requires the following subset of the record identified 

above, specifically: 

Á Performance 01 record 

Á Performance 02 record 

Á Event 01 record 

Á Event 02 record 

Note that there are additional data fields on these records not required by the minimum NYISO GADS 

format. 

2.2 Main Menu 

4ÈÅ ȰMain  ÍÅÎÕȱ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÁÃÔÕÁÌÌÙ Á ÍÅÎÕȟ ÂÕÔ ÒÅÆÅÒÓ ÈÅÒÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÐ Ô×Ï ÐÏÒÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÒÅÅÎȟ ÁÓ 

illustrated in Figure 2-1. 

 

Figure 2-1 Menus  

Selections on the Main  ÍÅÎÕ ÁÒÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÂÙ ÕÓÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÍÏÕÓÅ ÐÏÉÎÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ ȰÌÅÆÔ-clickÉÎÇȱ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÔÔÏÎÓ ÔÏ 

perform the desired action. 

The installation includes an online Help file that you can access at any time by clicking Help on the Main 

menu. 

2.3 Selecting or Changing Units 

The unit selection list box on the left side of the Main  menu displays the generating units that the user 

is authorized to access. 
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When you first open the program, the software retrieves the performance and event data for the first 

unit displayed in the unit selection list box for the entire year based on the month displayed in the 

Reporting Month list box. For example, if the first unit displayed in the unit selection list box is Coffee Unit 

1 and the Reporting Month is November 2014, then the software has retrieved from the database all event 

and performance records for Coffee Unit 1 for 2014. 

As you input or edit the 2014 data for a unit you must click Submit  on either the Performance Data  or 

Event Data tab to ensure that the data is saved back to the master database tables. 

Note: If you change the year for the current unit OR change to another unit without saving 
the data input, all subsequent data input and any changes made since the last time the user 
clicked Submit  will be lost. 

When entering new Performance data for the current month, be sure to click Submit  at least once 

before changing the selection to a prior month, even in the same year; otherwise, the Performance data for 

ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÌÏÓÔȢ 3ÁÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÔÁ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÔÉÍÅ ȰÌÏÃËÓ ÉÎȱ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ÄÁÔÁ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÂÓÅÑÕÅÎÔÌÙ ÓÅÌÅÃÔÉÎÇ 

a different month does not result in the loss of the data on the Data Entry form. 

Note: Using the Portal's data entry form submits online corrections to the master database 
tables only if it passes the validation checks. All online corrections should also be performed 
in the User's GADS database.  

The Event data is not affected by changes in Reporting Month unless the change results in a change to a 

different year. 

In addition, since the Web UI requires session timeouts for security reasons, you must interact with the 

application on the server at least as frequently as prompted that the session will be timing out; for example, 

by clicking Submit.  If the session times out all new data and any changes made to both Event and 

Performance data since the last time you clicked Submit will be lost . 

It does no harm to click Submit ; so click it often. 

2.4 Selecting or Changing Reporting Month 

The Reporting Month list box on the right side of the Main menu, displays the reporting periods that 

you are authorized to access and for which GADS data is available. Generally, this is determined by the 

Performance data. 
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When you first open the program, the software retrieves the performance and event data for the first 

unit displayed in the unit selection list box for the entire year based on the month displayed in the 

Reporting Month list box. For example, if the first unit displayed in the unit selection list box is Coffee Unit 

1 and the Reporting Month is November 2014, then the software has retrieved from the database all event 

and performance records for Coffee Unit 1 for 2014. 

As you input or edit the 2014 data for each unit you must click Submit  on either the Performance 

Data or Event Data tab to ensure that the data is saved back to the master database tables. 

Note: If you change the year for the current unit OR change to another unit without saving 
your work, all new data and any changes made since the last time you clicked Submit  will be 
lost. It does no harm to click Submit ; so click it often. 

When entering new Performance data for the current month, be sure to click Submit  at least once 

before changing the selection to a prior month otherwise, the Performance data for the month will be lost. 

3ÁÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÔÁ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÔÉÍÅ ȰÌÏÃËÓ ÉÎȱ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ÄÁÔÁ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÂÓÅÑÕÅÎÔÌÙ ÓÅÌÅÃÔÉÎÇ Á ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÍÏÎÔÈ ÄÏÅÓ 

not result in the loss of the data on the Data Entry form. 

Note: Using the Portal's data entry form submits online corrections to the master database 
tables only if it passes the validation checks. All online corrections should also be performed 
in the User's GADS database. 

The Event data is not affected by changes in Reporting Month unless the change results in a change to a 

different year.  If the session times out 

In addition, since the Web UI requires session timeouts for security reasons, you must interact with the 

application on the server at least as frequently as prompted that the session will be timing out; for example, 

by clicking Submit . If the session times out all new data and any changes made to both Event and 

Performance data since the last time you clicked Submit will be l ost. 

It does no harm to click Submit ; so click it often. 

2.5 Status Indicator 

The data status indicator is displayed just to the right of the Unit Selection list box, and has three 

display values: 
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Display Meaning 

MOD Data has been revised (modified), but Error Check has not been run. 

ERR Error Check has been run; there are errors that must be corrected. 

OK Error Check has been run; no errors found. 

Data records with errors cannot be saved back to the master database tables 

2.6 Event Data (07) 

Six general Event Data classifications are reported to GADS: 

Á Outages 

Á Deratings 

Á Reserve shutdowns 

Á Noncurtailing events (Not Required by the NYISO) 

Á Pumping 

Á Synchronous Condensing 

Two distinct data make up the Event Report (07): 

Á Event Magnitude 

Á Primary Cause of Event 
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2.6.1 ôEdit Existing Eventsõ Tab 

 

Figure 2-2 Edit Existing Events 

The layout of the Event Data (07) tab, shown in Figure 2-2, displays a summary of all of the events that 

have occurred on the unit shown in the unit selection list box for the current calendar year shown in the 

Reporting Month list box. The event disÐÌÁÙÓ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÉÎ ÁÎÙ ×ÁÙ ÔÉÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ȰÍÏÎÔÈȱ ÓÈÏ×Î ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ 

Month list box; only the year.  

In addition, you can perform the following tasks: 

Á Save any changed events back to the database server by clicking Submit  

Á List the event data by clicking List Events 

Á Refresh the displayed event data by clicking Refresh Events 

Scroll bars allow you to scroll both up/down and left/right to view the full data set. 

2.6.1.1 Editing an Event 

To edit an existing Primary Cause of Event, highlight the event record in the Primary Cause section by 

clicking the button next to the record, and clicking on Edit , as shown in Figure 2-3. 


























