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Agenda

▪ Background/Objectives 

▪ Proposals and Associated Tariff Revisions
• Incremental tariff revisions from 3/3/2026 TPAS/ESPWG*

▪ Timeline/Next Steps

*Updates from the 3/3/2026 TPAS/ESPWG presentation 

and discussion points for today’s meeting are noted in red – see slides 8, 15, 16, 28 
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Background/Objectives
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Background

▪ The Transition Cluster Study has posed numerous challenges, including:

• Numerous iterations of deficiency reviews due to inconsistent and/or inaccurate 

Interconnection Request submissions; 

• Deficiencies leading to withdrawals that often trigger delays due to excessive cure 

periods,  dispute resolution and the potential for reinstatement of withdrawn projects 

requiring restudy/model updates; 

• The large volume of projects in the Transition Cluster poses significant challenges in 

validating the number of Interconnection Requests and performing required evaluations 

in the various study phases; and

• Mitigating the collective reliability impact of over 70 GW of new generation (more than 

double NYISO’s Summer peak load) requires numerous significant upgrades.

▪ Next Cluster Study has shorter timelines which could further exacerbate inefficiencies 

and problems
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Background, cont.

▪ Commercial Operation Date (COD) Extensions

• NYISO and TOs are seeing a high number of requests for COD extensions 
(primarily from projects from Class Years 2019-2023).

• Because these projects are in the Cluster Study base cases, continued 
delays pose significant challenges, for example:

• Potential to limit available POIs for Cluster Study projects

• Potential to decrease available capacity/headroom for Cluster Study projects

• The generous COD extension requirements included in the Order No. 2023 
compliance filing intended to address unique technology-driven factors and 
Covid-related issues (e.g., supply chain challenges) may warrant 
reconsideration.
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Primary Objectives for Process 

Enhancements 

▪ Increase efficiencies to make the Application Window and early stages of 

the next Cluster Study Process more manageable and less susceptible to 

delays;

▪ Improve quality of Interconnection Request submissions which in turn will:

• Decrease deficiencies necessitating withdrawals and subsequent 

cures or disputes; and

• Decrease iterations of deficiency responses and reviews in what will 

be a more abbreviated timeframe under the next Cluster Study. 
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Proposed Process 
Improvements
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Interconnection Request (IR) Efficiencies
Improvement Benefits/Impact NYISO Proposal

1 Increased 

Training for 

Interconnection 

Customers 

Fewer deficiencies 

and related 

withdrawals and 

disputes

NYISO to coordinate training for 

Interconnection Customers prior to 

Application Window for Next Cluster Study 

➢ This proposal does not require tariff 

revisions

2 Simplify IR Form Fewer deficiencies 

and related 

withdrawals and 

disputes

Eliminate redundant/duplicative fields

➢ See proposed revisions to Attachment 

HH, Section 40.25.1

(See incremental revisions to item 10 in 

Section 40.25.1 on page 267 of the 

combined pdf)
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Interconnection Request (IR) Efficiencies

Improvement Benefits/Impact NYISO Proposal

3 Abbreviated IR 

Forms for 

Contingent Projects

Less information for 

Interconnection 

Customers to provide; 

fewer IRs to review and 

validate; and fewer 

deficiencies and 

related withdrawals 

and disputes

Rather than have Interconnection 

Customers submit a new IR for a 

Contingent Project, NYISO proposes 

to have the interconnection portal 

import approved IR information from 

the previous Cluster Study

➢ See proposed revisions to 

Attachment HH, Section 

40.5.4.1.2 and 40.25.1 
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IR Efficiencies, cont.

Improvement Benefits/Impact NYISO Proposal

4 Use IR Data vs. 

Separate Modeling 

Data to Produce 

Models

Reduce modeling data 

Interconnection 

Customers must submit; 

reduce inconsistencies 

and errors, fewer 

deficiencies and related 

withdrawals and 

disputes

Require additional data with the IR one-line and 

produce models from which NYISO will produce 

models on behalf of Interconnection Customers (vs. 

validating Interconnection Customer models) and 

make CPA case from prior Cluster Study available 

and to specify modeling/testing assumptions and 

inputs

➢ See existing obligations in Attachment HH, 

Section 40.2.6; additional guidance/training to 

be provided to ICs

5 Limit Scope of TO 

Data Requests

Reduce deficiencies and 

related withdrawals and 

disputes

Clarify that the TO can only request information that 

was not part of the IR (often TO’s are requesting the 

same info)

➢ See proposed revisions to Attachment HH, 

Section 40.5.7.3.1 
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IR Efficiencies, cont.

Improvement Benefits/Impact NYISO Proposal

6 Clarify Deficiency Cure 

Process

Reduce withdrawals and 

disputes

Through training, additional 

explanation in deficiency and 

withdrawal notices and/or 

clarifications in the tariff, assist 

Interconnection Customers with 

deficiency cure period questions 

that have led to confusion

➢ See proposed revisions to 

Attachment HH, Section 

40.5.7.2 and 40.5.7.3
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IR Efficiencies, cont.

Improvement Benefits/Impact NYISO Proposal

7 Clarify Site Control 

Rules for Uprates

Reduce deficiencies, 

withdrawals and 

disputes

Clarify that uprates to an existing 

facility not requiring additional land 

do not need to meet the acres/MW 

criteria

➢ To be incorporated into Technical 

Bulletin No. 260, Site Control in 

the Interconnection Cluster Study 

Process
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Phase 1 and Phase 2 Study Efficiencies
Improvement Benefits/Impact NYISO Proposal

8 Conditional 

Phase 1 Entry 

for Physically 

Infeasible 

Projects

For POI with limited 

interconnection 

capability, allow lower 

priority projects to 

proceed where priority 

projects elect early in 

the process not to 

proceed

Allow physically infeasible projects to make a Phase 1 Entry 

decision in the event higher queued projects do not elect to 

enter Phase 1

➢ See proposed revisions Attachment HH, Section 40.7.3.3.

9 Address 

Impact of 

Affected TOs 

identified 

during the 

Phase 1 

Study

Reduce potential 

delays in Phase 1 

Studies

During CEW, require TOs review the completed Cluster Project 

List and notify NYISO if they think they should be considered 

as ATOs for any projects. If additional ATOs are identified due 

to the Phase 1 Study, allow completion of that Phase 1 

Affected TO Study during Phase 2.  

➢ See proposed revisions to Attachment HH, Section 

40.10.4 and 40.10.5.
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Phase 1 and Phase 2 Study Efficiencies, cont.

Improvement Benefits/Impact NYISO Proposal

10 Limit scope of 

potential Non-Local 

SUF and SDU 

alternatives to 

evaluate

Reduce potential 

delays in Phase 1 and 

Phase 2 Studies

Limit number of potential non-local SUF 

and SDU solutions that we should 

evaluate in order to confirm whether the 

selected solution among the potential 

solutions is the least cost solution 

consistent with Good Utility Practice. 

➢ This will be incorporated into the 

Transmission Expansion and 

Interconnection Manual. 
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Phase 1 and Phase 2 Study Efficiencies, cont.
Improvement Benefits NYISO Proposal

11 Improved 

coordination between 

Transmission Owners 

and Interconnection 

Customers and 

consistency in 

Physical Infeasibility 

screenings and Phase 

1 Study reports and 

cost estimate 

assumptions; 

consistency in study 

report format

Reduce 

disputes

NYISO proposes to: 

• add a requirement that TOs respond to comments on draft Phase 

1 study reports (single iteration) and make Physical Infeasibility 

screening and Phase 1 study results and supporting 

documentation available to Interconnection Customers; 

➢ See proposed revisions to Attachment HH, Section 40.10.5 

• provide metrics re: Physical Infeasibility determinations and 

summaries regarding required upgrades, cost estimates and 

construction timelines at the close of each decision period); and 

➢ See proposed revisions to Attachment HH, Section 40.9.3.3 

(incremental revisions to Section 40.9.3.3 discussed at 

3/3/2026 TPAS/ESPWG) 

• work with the TOs to streamline assumptions and methodologies 

to the extent possible (including assumptions regarding 

availability of fiber in cost estimates; application of A10 Test and 

identification of land acquisition and permitting responsibilities)
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Proposals to Limit Impact of Project Withdrawals 
Improvement Benefits/Impact NYISO Proposal

12 Clarify 

Definition of 

Physical 

Infeasibility

Fewer deficiencies 

and related 

withdrawals and 

disputes

Work with TOs to develop consistent application 

of Physical Infeasibility and potentially revise 

tariff to add additional scenarios (e.g., physically 

infeasible SUFs)

➢ See proposed revisions to Attachment HH 

Section 40.7.3.2 ((See incremental revisions 

to 40.7.3.2 on page 91 of the combined pdf)

13 Eliminate 

Withdrawal 

Cure Periods 

for Certain 

Deficiencies

Reduce potential for 

study delays and 

delays pending review 

of deficiency cures 

and resolution of 

disputes

Consistent with prior Class Year rules, certain 

failures triggering withdrawals should not be 

afforded a cure period (e.g., readiness deposits 

to enter Phase 1 and Phase 2) 

➢ See proposed revisions to Attachment HH 

Section 40.6.4.1 
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Proposals to Limit Impact of Project Withdrawals, cont. 

Improvement Benefits/Impact NYISO Proposal

14 Align Cure 

Periods

Reduce confusion; reduce 

potential for study delays 

and delays pending review 

of deficiency cures and 

resolution of disputes

Make all cure periods 10 Business Days 

to extent possible

➢ See proposed revisions to 

Attachment HH Section 40.5.7.3 

15 Clarify how an 

Interconnection 

Customer in 

Dispute 

Resolution can 

Conditionally 

Enter the Next 

Study Phase

Clarity for projects subject to 

a pending dispute resolution 

proceeding to conditionally 

proceed in process until 

resolution is addressed to 

reduce delaying process for 

other projects

Allow withdrawn projects in dispute 

resolution to make a Phase 1 or Phase 

2 Entry decision in the event the project 

is reinstated

➢ See proposed revisions to 

Attachment HH Section 40.10.8.3 
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Finance-Related Issues

Improvement Benefits/Impact NYISO Proposal

16 Assess Interest on 

Unpaid Invoices

Fewer unpaid invoices Utilize FERC interest rate to 

charge Interconnection 

Customers for unpaid invoices

➢ See proposed revisions to 

Attachment HH, Section 

40.24.3.4.2 
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Pre and Post Cluster Study Process Improvements

Improvement Benefits/Impact NYISO Proposal

17 Limit Number of 

POIs per Pre-

Application 

Request

Administrative 

efficiencies

Require separate Pre-Apps for every POI and 

Interconnection Customer wants to evaluate

➢ See proposed revisions to Attachment HH, 

Section 40.4.2.1 and 40.25.4 

18 Additional Clarity in 

Pre-Application 

Report

Clarity for prospective 

Interconnection 

Customers 

submitting a Pre-

Application Request

Include separate fields on the Pre-Application 

report form for “Additional information (e.g., 

potential new substation bus configuration, 

transmission constraints, planned 

transmission upgrades, parallel lines, 

breaker rating, existing/known constraints)” 

➢ See proposed revisions to Attachment HH, 

Section 40.25.4 
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Pre and Post Cluster Study Process Improvements, 

cont.

Improvement Benefits/Impact NYISO Proposal

19 More 

Stringent 

Rules for 

COD 

Extensions

Limit excessive COD extensions; 

reduce impact on POI “headroom” 

resulting from modeling 

speculative projects and their 

upgrades in base cases; and 

protect TOs and other 

Interconnection Customers from 

exposure to increased uncertainty 

and costs triggered by projects 

remaining in the interconnection 

queue for lengthy periods of time

Extend the time period a COD can be 

extended as of right to 5 years, with 

further extensions only permitted under 

more stringent standards.

➢ See proposed revisions to Attachment 

HH, Sections:

• 40.6.3.5

• 40.11.6 

• 40.16.1 
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Pre and Post Cluster Study Process 

Improvements, cont.

Improvement Benefits/Impact NYISO Proposal

20 IA Process Efficiencies More efficient IA negotiations 

to manage significant 

increasing volume of IAs; less 

time for projects in the IA 

stage; address recurring non-

conforming revisions to IAs 

currently extending IA 

negotiation period and 

necessitating numerous filings 

at FERC

See separate presentation 

and tariff revisions posted 

with the 2/26 meeting 

materials.(comments 

requested by 3/11/2026)
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Clarifications
Improvement Benefits/Impact NYISO Proposal

21 Clarify Base 

Case 

Lockdown 

Rules 

Consistency among TOs; 

clarity for Interconnection 

Customers; accuracy of study 

assumptions; less likely to 

incur delays in the 

commencement date of 

Phase I; avoidance of 

potential re-work

Clarify the firm dates for the elements 

of the existing system representation 

lock down rules and for TO design 

criteria (pending FERC order on 3rd 

Order No. 2023 compliance filing, this 

date will be aligned with the 

Permissible Technological 

Advancement cutoff date)

➢ To revise Attachment HH Section 

40.10.3.upon FERC acceptance of 

NYISO’s pending compliance filing
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Clarifications, cont.
Improvement Benefits/Impact NYISO Proposal

22 Clarify 

Contingent 

Project 

Withdrawal 

Rules 

Reduce disputes Clarify that a Contingent Project will be 

withdrawn when its associated Pending Project 

accepts its Project Cost Allocation (i.e., no 

opportunity for additional elections in 

subsequent decision rounds).  The current 

language referencing Final Decision Round 

could be read as allowing the Contingent 

Project to proceed until that point even though 

they may not be allowed subsequent elections 

after their first election to accept their Project 

Cost Allocation. 

➢ See proposed revisions to Attachment HH, 

Section 40.5.4.1.2
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Clarifications, cont.
Improvement Benefits/Impact NYISO Proposal

23 Clarify Final 

Decision Period 

Rules

Clarify the application of the 

10% threshold used for 

revisiting Interconnection 

Customer determination 

during the decision period.

Clarify that the 10% is measured 

against the last cost allocation accepted 

by the Interconnection Customer

➢ See proposed revisions to 

Attachment HH, Section 40.15.2.5 
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Clean Up/Ministerial Edits

Improvement Benefits/Impact NYISO Proposal

24 Study cost allocation 

rules for non- Cluster 

Studies included in 

initial compliance 

filing but found out of 

scope

Consistency in 

tariff; clarity for 

Interconnection 

Customers

Reinsertion of study cost allocation 

rules for non-Cluster Studies included 

in initial compliance filing but found out 

of scope

➢ See proposed revisions to 

Attachment HH, Sections 40.6.3.2, 

40.23.4.3, 40.24.3.2.2, 

40.24.3.2.4, 40.24.3.2.5 
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Clean Up/Ministerial Edits, cont.

Improvement Benefits/Impact NYISO Proposal

25 Ministerial/Minor 

Cleanup Edits

Tariff readability 

and clarity

IR form clarifications; consistent use of 

terms; revising defined terms for simplicity 

(e.g., rename “Phase 1 Study Entry Decision 

Period” to “Decision Period 1”); update 

references to Class Year Study; various 

ministerial edits.

➢ See proposed revisions throughout  

Attachment HH
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Next Steps
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Next Steps
▪ January-March 2026

• Based on Stakeholder feedback, prioritize and finalize universe of proposals that can be developed 
in time for implementation in the next Cluster Study

• Continue to vet and refine proposals with Stakeholders

• March 2026: Stakeholder Approvals

• March 9: TPAS Recommendation to Operating Committee

• March 19: Operating Committee

• March 25: Management Committee

• April 2026
• Board Approval

• April/May 2026
• FERC filing

• Late July 2026
• FERC Order

• August 2026
• Anticipated start of next Cluster Study
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Questions?
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Our Mission and Vision

Vision
Working together with stakeholders to 

build the cleanest, most reliable 

electric system in the nation

Mission
Ensure power system reliability and 

competitive markets for New York 

in a clean energy future

30
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